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Supporting diverse learners

who struggle due to unmet

special needs is challenging.
This session provides

concrete activities,
strategies, and techniques

for addressing the specific
needs of learners with
ADHD, anxiety, autism,

dyslexia, giftedness, learning
disabilities, hearing, and

vision issues.
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Q) | can identify and define different 4

-

types of special needs. -
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ACTFL 2020 Workshop Description: In an era of language
education for all, an increasingly diverse group of students
are enrolling in world languages. Some of these students
struggle to succeed due to unmet special needs associated
with attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders (AD/HD),
anxiety and depression, Asperger Syndrome, giftedness
(GTC), hearing/visual impairments, learning disabilities
(LD), and reading difficulties. Many world language teachers
feel unprepared to help such students, and special
education teachers do not always know how to provide
effective support in the context of a world language
classroom. The purpose of this session is to demonstrate
how small, simple changes and the application of practical
strategies can support struggling learners effectively. The
session will provide teachers with clear information,
concrete strategies, and effective techniques for addressing

the unique challenges of students with specific types of
special needs
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PowerPoint References

PowerPoint & Webinar recording A bibliography of resources
from ACTFL 2020
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Website Materials

Strategies for Autism Spectrum Strategies for Beha

Strategies for ADD/ADHD

A
v\: Cb,

Dvs<levxia
Dysiexia

Strategies for Dysgraphia Strategies for Dyslexia Strategies for Social/

https://chericem.weebly.com/special-needs.html




Virtual Buzzword Bingo - Special Needs

Instructions: Example:
1) (. Read each term. speech
2) Mark each box with at least one symbol: chzllengeS
v = Yes, | have these students in my classes
v x
X = No, | don't have these students
8 = | am not sure if | have these students You the 2
X = These students are my biggest concemn minUtes'
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Name as many different flowers
as you can in |5 seconds

A
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It is illogical to plant a sunflower seed
and then expect a rose to grow.

Images: Regina Woelk & Thomas Wolter
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=
The goal is not to help learners become more “normal,”

but rather to help them become their best selves.
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"Imagine going to work and not being able to do your job.
Now imagine that you can't leave your job.
Imagine having to do that every day.
This is what life is like for children with learning disabilities."

(Dr. David Urion, Director, Neurology and Learning Disabilities Program, Children's Hospital, Boston)
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One of his
problems was a
rose who had a lot
of special needs.

One day, he decided
he was tired of
catering to her

whims and he went

to explore other
planets.

Image: Lizeth Ricartti
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On each planet, he met someone new, and quickly discovered
that each one, although unique, still had similar needs.
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Each student has commmon needs

Maslow’s Hierarchy
of Needs

Self-fulfillment
needs

Self-
actualization:
achieving one’s

full potential,
including creative
activities

Esteem needs:
prestige and feeling of accomplishment Psychological

needs
Belongingness and love needs:
intimate relationships, friends

Safety needs:
security, safety Basic
needs

Physiological needs:
food, water, warmth, rest
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Each student
also has unique
challenges that
require specific
types of care.
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When students
don’t receive
the care they

need, they may
grow “‘thorns”

to protect
themselves.
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Every strength also has a shadow. It is often more effective
to build on learners’ strengths rather than to do battle with
the shadows their challenges may create.
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How might the learner’s strengths
help them overcome
their specific challenges?
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Al

“Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) is a neurological disorder that
impacts the parts of the brain that help
us plan, focus on, and execute tasks.
ADHD symptoms vary by sub-type —
inattentive, hyperactive, or combined...”

. (ADDitude, 2020)
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Strengths

of Students with
ADHD

* Associative information
storage

* Conceptual understanding
* Creativity & innovation

» Keen observation and
problem-solving skills

* High levels of energy,
curiosity, & initiative

* Multiple interests
* Rapid cognitive processing

* Sensitive & helpful ,_ & nages Photosforyou
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“In a 1991 memorandum, the Department suggested some possible modifications for children with ADHD in regular education classrooms: Providing a structured learning environment repeating and simplifying instructions about in-class and homework assignments supplementing verbal instructions with visual instructions; using behavioral management techniques adjusting class schedules modifying test delivery using tape recorders, computer-aided instruction, and other audiovisual equipment selecting modified textbooks or workbooks and tailoring homework assignments” Appalachia Educational Laboratory.  (2020).  ADHD:  Building academic success.  LD Online.  Retrieved March 9, 2020, from http://www.ldonline.org/article/5925/









“ADHD is not like
strep throat, which one
either has or doesn't
have; instead, the
severity and
consequences of ADHD
symptoms relate to
environmental
demands on behavior™

(Appalachia Educational
Laboratory, 2020).
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Strengths

of Students
with Autism
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Carly’s Café

What are some of the challenges Carly experiences
and how might they impact her in a classroom setting?

Image: Carly Fleischmann
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“...a Iearnlng d|ff|culty that prlmarlly affects the sI<|IIs
involved in accurate and fluent word reading and spelling.
Characteristic features of dyslexia are difficulties in
phonological awareness, verbal memory and verbal
processmg speed” (DysIeX|c com, 20 16).
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Strengths of
Students with Dyslexia

e Athletic, artistic, musical, and mechanical talents

* Creativity and imagination > .5:
* Curiosity
* Intuition

* Lateral thinking

* Problem-solving

* Synthesis

* Visual/spatial skills (3D)

Image: Momentmal
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Information source:  Dyslexic.com.  (2016).  What is dyslexia?  Dyslexic.com.  Retrieved March 25, 2020, from https://www.dyslexic.com/blog/what-is-dyslexia/

https://www.dys-add.com/dyslexia.html#anchorStrengthsCommon







* Automaticity
* Decoding words

* Differentiating left from
right

* Note-taking

* Processing sounds
(phonological processing)

* Rapid word recognition

* Reading, writing, and
spelling

* Sequencing

* Short term (working)
memory

D

Trouble copying
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=
How schools define ‘“‘giftedness”

About 68% of people
fall in this range within
15 points of 100

About 95% of people
fall in this range within A/

30 points of 100

Less than 2% Less than 2%
of people fall in of people fall in
this range \ / this range

100

Number of scores

Wechsler intelligence score

Giftedness does not always equal high achievement or stellar performance

Image: Monsterkoi
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Enjoys school Enjoys learning

Attentive ~ Engaged

Interested / '8) / _Curious & observant

- \BA s (Y /
Knows answers &~ = | - - >

v, Giilte
. e ,Q.‘x S ")‘\’} I “.
_ kY
3 . j

e 4 A

Constructs
e abstractions

Understands
ideas

Technically

. Artistically
accurate A

original

Self-satisfied Self-critical

Prefers peers Prefers adults

Listens Debates

Information: Candice Martin & Shen-Li Li £¥ Image: Dagmar Rader
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Characteristics of Giftedness

Information source: Candice Martin 1¥ Image: GeorgeB2


Presenter
Presentation Notes
GeorgeB2.  (2020, May 15).  Pixabay.  Retrieved June 1, 2020, from https://pixabay.com/photos/macro-world-fantasy-science-fiction-5173668/  Used under a Pixabay License.  Free for commercial use.  No attribution required.

Information source:  Martin, Candice.  (2018, Nov. 27).  Announcements:  A bright child vs. a gifted child. Port Wentworth Elementary (PreK-2).  Retrieved April 3, 2020, from http://internet.savannah.chatham.k12.ga.us/schools/PWE/specials/Gifted/Lists/Announcements/DispForm.aspx?ID=103  Direct link:  http://internet.savannah.chatham.k12.ga.us/schools/PWE/specials/Gifted/Lists/Announcements/DispForm.aspx?ID=103















Presenter
Presentation Notes
Klimkin.  (2015, Aug. 14).  Pixabay.  Retrieved July 11, 2020, from https://pixabay.com/photos/flower-life-crack-desert-drought-887443/  Used under a Pixabay License.  Free for commercial use.  No attribution required.







Anxiety

Boredom C hal Ienges
Emotional regulation Of Giftedness

Existential depression
Fear of failure
Imposter syndrome
Intensity
Perfectionism
Procrastination
Relationships vV & = Extra- *
Self-criticism ‘ senS|t|V|ty
Self-doubt | D

. Image: Takashi Murakami |
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= Strategies\
for

Working
with

KGiftedness/

Generate a growth mindset

Invite independent, interdisciplinary,
intellectual inquiry

Focus on feedback

Tell them growth takes time
(patience & persistence)

Encourage with emotional support

Develop depth of understanding
through multiple perspectives

Narrow their need to explore

Encourage an environment of play,
mistakes, and risk-taking

Support self-care & social skills

B/ s ‘A ‘Sustaln small steps  Image: Pezibear
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Giving gifted students more work faster or
having them “help’ slower students are NOT
appropriate accommodations, instead try....

More
choice

More
control

Image: Franky Syggy
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" Think of one change you will make to
better support your gifted learners

(4
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Challenges for
Learners who are
Deaf or Hard of

Hearing

Background noise
Classroom discussions
Class set-up

Cognitive load

Fitting in

Following class discussions
Listening fatigue

Oral reports
Partner/small group work
Poor lighting

Reading & writing with
academic language

Taking notes
Videos 4
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Allison Audiology.  (2020).  Understanding the challenges that hearing impaired children face.  Allison Audiology.  Retrieved March 11, 2020, from https://allisonaudiology.com/blog/understanding-the-challenges-that-hearing-impaired-children-face



Always. ..

Face the Avoid Captu re Eliminate

student covering attention external noise &
your mouth before insist on silence
speaking before speaking

...your students!

Image: Beverly Buckley
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Supporting Learners who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing

* Have the student sit near the front away from high traffic areas where

others come between the student and an interpreter

* Establish routines and procedures
‘ Always FACE the student

* Repeat peer responses

Include processing time for visuals (i.e., don’t give instructions between

activities, when showing an image, or while writing)

Note-taker or closed captioning

. . . . ik
* Give information visually
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Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss.  (2020).  Accommodations for children with hearing loss.  Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss.  Retrieved March 11, 2020, from https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/for-professionals/accommodations-for-students-with-hearing-loss/


http://teachertools.successforkidswithhearingloss.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/The-Peer-Notetaker.pdf
https://dcmp.org/

“Deaf peop o anything hearing
people can, except hear”

~ Dr. King Jordan

Y

' Beate Bachmann
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Challenges of
Anxiety & Depression

Binary thinking (always,
never)
Catastrophizing
Fear

Fixed mindset
Frustration
Imposter Syndrome
Insomnia

Lack of Motivation
Perfectionism
Physical Symptoms
Procrastination
Rumination

Worry

Image: Zhong Chen
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"Self-care can sometimes
be confused with self-
indulgence or selfishness
— but it is neither of
those,"” she told me. "Self-
care is a daily practice,
one that is a deliberate
and intentional and a
process of tending to the
mind, body and spirit. ~

Dr. Kristen Lee

h a:g"e:?'f@berice Montgomer)
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Pedroja, Cammy.  (2017, Aug. 17).  7 things that are good examples of self-care and 7 things that aren’t.  The List.  Retrieved February 13, 2020, from https://www.thelist.com/80882/things-that-are-good-examples-of-self-care-and-things-that-arent/



Learners with
Vision Challenges

“...vision between 20/70 and 20/400 with the best possible correction,
or a visual field of 20 degrees or less” (Mandal, 2019)

Image: Digital Photo and Design
[ ——



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Digital Photo and Design (DigiPD).  (2016, Aug. 24).  Pixabay.  Retrieved July 13, 2020, from https://pixabay.com/photos/sunglasses-antique-broach-vintage-1611320/  Used under a Pixabay License.  Free for commercial use.  No attribution required.

Mandal, Dr. Ananya.  (2019, Jun. 5).  What is visual impairment.  News Medical Life Sciences.  Retrieved April 3, 2020, from https://www.news-medical.net/health/What-is-visual-impairment.aspx
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* Accessibility

* Copying tasks

* Eye strain/fatigue

* Mobility

* Poor lighting & glare
Small print
Test-taking
Understanding visuals
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Permadi, Milan (MilanSan7).  (2017, Oct. 3).  Pixabay.  Retrieved June 1, 2020, from https://pixabay.com/photos/flowers-gorgeous-beautiful-2814318/  Used under a Pixabay License.  Free for commercial use.  No attribution required.






®
Supports for Learners with Vision Challenges

* Variety of supports—auditory, kinesthetic, multimodal, and tactile
(such as concrete manipulatives or physical models)

* Increase oral activities & give individual copies of whiteboard notes

» Seating near front of room, keep floors clear

* Universally designed websites (meet web accessibility standards)

* Audio books & recordings of instructions, texts, and tests (iPod)
(can be embedded into worksheets)

* Lighting and large, dark print with extra spacing

o Sufficient time for tests

Image " Public Domain Pictures
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What should you
consider when
planning your

garden?

Image: Marikuke
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Interpretive
Communication

You cannot make someone love you. You can only
make yourself someone who can be loved.

- Derek Gamba

Every single girl will at some point find herself asking this
question: is there just no one out there for me, or am I the
problem? And girls who perpetually feel dissatisfied in their
relationships might wonder if the love they want actually
exists, or if they’re being delusional.

The fact is, finding the right person is a matter of being the
right person. And you can be just as lonely (or even lonelier)
in a relationship as you are when you're single. Most women
spend a significant amount of time looking not only for love,
but the right kind of love. They believe they'll know it when
they see it (or feel it), but don't quite know how to get it.

In this chapter, we'll look at some of the most commaon
stumbling blocks that prevent you from getting the love you
want...some are sneakier than you think. This chapter isn't

Just for the single and dissatisfied; even if you're married you'll
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Depth of Planting

Do you scaffold to ensure that ALL students have
the support they need to grow to their full potential?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cpk8240.  (2018, Feb. 3).  Pixabay.  Retrieved October 20, 2020, from https://pixabay.com/photos/flower-hydroponic-cultivation-root-3126853/  Used under a Pixabay License.  Free for commercial use.  No attribution required.


Sunlight:
Help learners
access content

by engaging all
» 5 senses
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Do you formatively assess Iearners,
adjusting the amount and type of feedback
you provide based on thelr individual needs?
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Time to Germination

Some seeds take longer than others to sprout,
become securely rooted, and bloom.
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Do your lessons progressively spiral
instruction to accommodate different
rates of learning?
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The Little Prince & The Rose
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Judging

When we plant a rose seed in the earth, we
notice that it is small, but we do not criticize it as
“rootless and stemless.” VVe treat it as a seed,
‘ giving it the water and nourishment required of a

R seed.

|

- When it first shoots up out of the earth, we don't
condemn it as immature and underdeveloped:
nor do we criticize the buds for not being open
when they appear. We stand in wonder at the
process taking place and give the plant the care it
needs at each stage of its development.

/'/j‘

The rose is a rose from the time it is a seed to
_ the time it dies. Within it, at all times, it contains
its whole potential. It seems to be constantly in
the process of change: yet at each state, at each
moment, it is perfectly all right as it is.

w
™

.m‘ﬁges: Jinho Jung & Ronald Kotz --W.Timothy Gallwey
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