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Popcorn Introductions
Stand up if the statement applies to you.
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Fork or fingers?
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• Topics:  Variety of themes & disciplines; social & political issues
• Texts:  Formal & informal; multiple perspectives
• Tasks:  Narrations, opinions, hypotheses, & arguments
• Talk:  Both concrete & abstract concepts; extended discourse
• Tools:  Strategic & sophisticated negotiation of meaning
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How can I help my students 
communicate about complex 

content when they are just 
beginners?

Essential Question
Image:  Tom Pickering
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• Determine a compelling academic content TOPIC
focus for beginning level language lessons 

• Locate relevant texts TEXTS

• Design thinking tasks that engage students TASKS
with the content of the texts 

• Identify and prioritize critical academic TALK
language and design opportunities to use it

• Select appropriate pedagogical strategies TOOLS

I can . . .

Source:  Anny Case & Cherice Montgomery



Level 1 Curriculum

Greetings

Weather

Home & Family

Hobbies

School

Body Parts

Pronouns

Days & Months

Clothing

Present Tense
Adjective 
Agreement

Image: Colleen Proppe
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Pozole Ingredients
Image:  J.W. Hamner
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Pozole

Image:  Kim n’ Cris Knight

• Context 

• Complexity

• Combinations 
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Topic  Issue

• Dress Codes
• Fashion
• Sweat Shops

Clothing

• Personality Tests
• Psychology of Color
• Symbolism of Color

Colors

• Culturally-based Concepts of Time
• Tardy Policies
• Time v. Priorities

Telling 
Time



Topic  Issue

Topic

Clothing

Family

Sports

Conceptual 
Issue Social Issue Cultural 

Issue



Topic  Issue

Topics

Clothing

Family

Sports

Conceptual 
Issues

Fashion

Relationships

Physical 
Fitness

Social Issues

Personal Identity
Sweatshops

Abuse, Divorce, 
Gender, 

Marriage, 
Parenting

Heroes

Cultural Issues

Cultural 
Identity

Dating Practices, 
Extended 
Families, 

Family Heritage, 
Family Structures, 
Family Traditions, 
Family Violence

Contributions 
of Famous 

People
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Global Themes
AP Language & Culture

Image:  The College Board
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". . . the set of words, grammar, 
and organizational strategies 
used to describe complex ideas, 
higher-order thinking processes, 
and abstract concepts." 
Jeff Zwiers, Building Academic Language, 2008, p. 20

Academic Language
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Presentation Notes
Zwiers, Jeff.  (2008).  Building Academic Language:  Essential Practices for Content Classrooms.  San Francisco, CA:  Jossey-Bass.



In some countries where marriage is 
considered the crucial vehicle for 
transmitting social and cultural 
values, people make great financial 
sacrifices to buy the wedding dress.

While most brides in the United States 
wear white dresses, in some 
countries red is traditional.

Her red dress is in style.

She is wearing a red dress.

Academic

Social

Academic Language



From the Greeks all the way up through the Renaissance 
and Baroque periods, styles changed slowly, often taking 
centuries to evolve. The changes that did occur were 
results of political, cultural and economic events.  For 
example, during the 13th century, Marco Polo's narrative of 
his travels, and later the merchants traveling the Silk Road, 
incorporated fine silks and far eastern elements into 
European styles. Later still, in 1793 the execution of Louis XVI 
and Marie Antoinette brought a drastic transformation in 
fashion. As Napoleon Bonaparte took control of France, 
the need to look different from the previous aristocracy 
was a critical component for stabilizing the new monarchy. 
From here on out fashions evolved rapidly, sometimes 
staying in style for only a decade, though still strongly 
affected by political and economic changes. 

What makes this text “academic”?

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the Renaissance 
and Baroque periods, styles changed slowly, often taking 
centuries to evolve. The changes that did occur were 
results of political, cultural and economic events.  For 
example, during the 13th century, Marco Polo's narrative of 
his travels, and later the merchants traveling the Silk Road, 
incorporated fine silks and far eastern elements into 
European styles. Later still, in 1793 the execution of Louis XVI 
and Marie Antoinette brought a drastic transformation in 
fashion . . . 

Topic:  History of Fashion  

vs.   “Love your 
dress - it’s 
totally retro! 
Where d’ya get it?”

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the Renaissance 
and Baroque periods, styles changed slowly, often taking 
centuries to evolve. The changes that did occur were 
results of political, cultural and economic events. For 
example, during the 13th century, Marco Polo's narrative of 
his travels, and later the merchants traveling the Silk Road, 
incorporated fine silks and far eastern elements into 
European styles. Later still, in 1793 the execution of Louis XVI 
and Marie Antoinette brought a drastic transformation in 
fashion. As Napoleon Bonaparte took control of France, 
the need to look different from the previous aristocracy 
was a critical component for stabilizing the new monarchy. 
From here on out, fashions evolved rapidly, sometimes 
staying in style for only a decade, though still strongly 
affected by political and economic changes. 

Text:  Historical claim + Evidence + Interpretation

vs. An e-mail  
message

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the 
Renaissance and Baroque periods, styles changed 
slowly, often taking centuries to evolve. The 
changes that did occur were results of political, 
cultural and economic events. . . . As Napoleon 
Bonaparte took control of France, the need to look 
different from the previous aristocracy was a critical 
component for stabilizing the new monarchy. From 
here on out fashions evolved rapidly, sometimes 
staying in style for only a decade, though still 
strongly affected by political and economic 
changes. 

Thinking Task:  Analysis

vs.   “I wish I had 
a blue evening gown 
and black high 
heels ”

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the Renaissance and 
Baroque periods, styles changed slowly, often taking centuries 
to evolve. The changes that did occur were results of political, 
cultural and economic events.  For example, during the 13th

century, Marco Polo's narrative of his travels, and later the 
merchants traveling the Silk Road, incorporated fine silks and 
far eastern elements into European styles. Later still, in 1793 
the execution of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette brought a 
drastic transformation in fashion. . . From here on out, fashions 
evolved rapidly, sometimes staying in style for only a decade, 
though still strongly affected by political and economic 
changes. 

Talk:  Complex Sentences, Formal Language, 
Specialized Vocabulary

vs.   “How many 
purses do you own? 
I have 12 ”

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the 
Renaissance and Baroque periods, styles changed 
slowly, often taking centuries to evolve. The changes 
that did occur were results of political, cultural and 
economic events.  For example, during the 13th

century, Marco Polo's narrative of his travels, and later 
the merchants traveling the Silk Road, incorporated 
fine silks and far eastern elements into European styles. 
Later still, in 1793 the execution of Louis XVI and Marie 
Antoinette brought a drastic transformation in fashion. . 
. From here on out, fashions evolved rapidly, sometimes 
staying in style for only a decade, though still strongly 
affected by political and economic changes. 

Talk:  Content-Specific Vocabulary

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the Renaissance and 
Baroque periods, styles changed slowly, often taking centuries 
to evolve. The changes that did occur were results of political, 
cultural and economic events.  For example, during the 13th

century, Marco Polo's narrative of his travels, and later the 
merchants traveling the Silk Road, incorporated fine silks and 
far eastern elements into European styles. Later still, in 1793 the 
execution of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette brought a drastic 
transformation in fashion. . . From here on out, fashions 
evolved rapidly, sometimes staying in style for only a decade, 
though still strongly affected by political and economic 
changes. 

Talk:  General Academic Language

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the Renaissance and 
Baroque periods, styles changed slowly, often taking centuries 
to evolve. The changes that did occur were results of political, 
cultural and economic events.  For example, during the 13th

century, Marco Polo's narrative of his travels, and later the 
merchants traveling the Silk Road, incorporated fine silks and 
far eastern elements into European styles. Later still, in 1793 
the execution of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette brought a 
drastic transformation in fashion. . . From here on out, fashions 
evolved rapidly, sometimes staying in style for only a decade, 
though still strongly affected by political and economic 
changes. 

Talk:  Transitions & Connecting Language

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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From the Greeks all the way up through the Renaissance 
and Baroque periods, styles changed slowly, often taking 
centuries to evolve. The changes that did occur were 
results of political, cultural and economic events.  For 
example, during the 13th century, Marco Polo's narrative of 
his travels, and later the merchants traveling the Silk Road, 
incorporated fine silks and far eastern elements into 
European styles. Later still, in 1793 the execution of Louis XVI 
and Marie Antoinette brought a drastic transformation in 
fashion. . . From here on out, fashions evolved rapidly, 
sometimes staying in style for only a decade, though still 
strongly affected by political and economic changes. 

Talk:  Complex Sentences & Grammar

Source:  Lindsey Andrus
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Topic  Texts
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1) Texts:  Engage students 
with content across 
multiple texts

2) Thinking Tasks:  Increase 
level of cognitive 
complexity

Communication

Collaboration

Critical Thinking/Problem Solving

Creativity & Innovation

Information Literacy

Media Literacy

Technology Literacy

Flexibility & Adaptability

Initiative & Self-Direction

Social & Cross-Cultural Skills

Productivity & Accountability

Leadership & Responsibility

Image:  Lauren Rosen
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Texts  Tasks
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Table Tents
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Debates

Talk  Tools
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More About Selecting 
& Prioritizing AL

• Brainstorm language for topic (clothing) 
• Brainstorm language for issue & texts (dress code)
• Brainstorm thinking tasks for the issue & texts
• Create a communication activity using targeted AL

• What do you want to hear? 
• What language do students need to say it?

• From your answers, create 5 to 7 sentence frames 
• Visualize problems and add additional scaffolding 

tools (graphic organizers)



Your Turn!
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Vodanovic
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