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Stand if the statement applies to you.
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1) I can locate research-based 
information that helps 
students learn better.

2) I can turn my questions about 
teaching and learning world 
languages into tools for 
inquiry.

3) I can overcome potential 
barriers to my research with 
help from colleagues, online 
resources, and partnerships 
with other institutions. 

4) I can use technology to share 
what I learn from my research 
to help others.

Session 
Objectives
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How do we know… 
Think, Pair, Share

…if an activity is good or bad? (Kids loved it?)

…if an activity has promoted student learning (not just engagement)?

…which pedagogical strategies are the “best” ones to use?
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What do you want to know?

Formulating Research Questions
(Quick Write – 2 minutes)
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1)   Introduce yourself.
2) Share a question with your partner.
3) Discuss why you want to know?

Formulating Research Questions
(Inside/Outside Circles)
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What pieces of information 
are you missing?
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Planning Action Research

G.A.P.S.

to bridge the
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GOAL
Why do you need answers to these questions?
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Who is the target audience 
for your answers?

AUDIENCE
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• Permissions (District/IRB)
• Informed Consent
• Research ?s
• Research Design/Process

Process
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Students will complete weekly assignments designed to develop skills in describing 
objects/scenery, narrating events, and hypothesizing about issues during a 12-week study 

abroad.  Do these assignments help?

How does the research question 
translate into practical terms?

• Are we investigating a teaching methodology? 
• Teaching materials? 
• Differences between students? 
• Connection between proficiency and test scores? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rye, Jac.  (2012, July 8).  Under the bridge.  Retrieved April 25, 2014, from http://www.freeimages.com/photo/1393879  Used under a standard, royalty free Freeimages license.  Photographer notified.  

http://www.freeimages.com/photo/1393879


Written Assignment
Function:  Narration in the Past

1)    Write for 2 minutes about:  Tell about something happy that happened in your childhood.

2) Count the following items:

a) # of sentences
b) # of clauses in each sentence (e.g., there are 3 clauses in the following sentence: [I am going to save 

my money]1 [because I want to go on a big trip to Europe]2, [so I can improve my French]3). 
c) Average # of clauses
d) # of words in each sentence and clause. Then calculate the average words per sentence and clause
e)   # of unique words, e.g., if you use “thing” or “big” more than once, only count it once

3) In 5-10 minutes, increase the complexity of your description. 

a) Use only words you know (no dictionaries)!
b) Recombine your sentences to make longer ones.
c) Use “connector” words, relative clauses, etc., and embellish your description.
d) You may include more technical terms, add more adjectives, etc.

4) What words or grammar did you want to use, but did not know? List these and look them 
up.

5)    Rewrite your description one last time by adding in the words and grammar you looked up 
and listed under #4, then perform the counts again.
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• Get a recorder
• Daily:  Describe what you see for at least 10 minutes
• Mondays:  Transcribe the first minute or two of your descriptions 

today
• Fridays:  Transcribe the last two minutes of your descriptions from 

today
• Count # of sentences, total words, words/sentence, unique words, 

etc.

What information do you need to answer your research question?

(Sample assignment for descriptions)

Data: Surveys about language learning backgrounds, OPI scores, pre- vs. post-tests 
writing samples, speech samples (description, narration, and hypothesizing),
language logs/journals about how much students are using the target language
number of students who sign up for your course the next year, grades, etc.
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 Description Prompt: Write an email to a friend describing your room, apartment, or house 
in as much detail as you can. In the same note, also give a description of the city/town in 
which you live.

 Narration Prompt: You are filling out an employment application for a job in customer
service with Deutsche Bahn. Describe in detail a specific experience or training that you 
have received that has prepared you for this job.  State why you feel this experience or 
training will benefit your prospective employer.

 Hypothetical Prompt:  Compare the major differences between living in a big city, like    
Berlin, and a smaller city or town, like Provo.  State the lifestyle you prefer and why. 
Finally, propose some improvements a specific city could make (or cities in general), 
detailing the benefits such improvements would mean to the city’s inhabitants and visitors.
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Data Analysis
We made sense of our data by…

• Will you compare against 
natives? 

• Will you rate the writing or 
speech samples? 

• Will you measure accuracy? 

• Word count
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Methods of Data Analysis: 
Practical Example

• Colleague scores the pre-/post-tests 
based on the ACTFL scale

• Score pre-test/post-test writing samples 
using measures of complexity (unique 
words, word count, clause length) 

• Native speakers will evaluate pre- and 
post-tests to see if post-test samples 
are more native-like in their use of 
grammar, vocabulary, etc. 

• Compare pre-/post-test data for 
improvements 

• Compare these findings against those 
from previous study abroad programs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Zoltán, Kiss.  (2009, December 30).  Freedom bridge. Stock Xchng.  Retrieved November 1, 2013, from http://www.sxc.hu/photo/1251064  Used under a standard, royalty-free Stock Xchng license.  

http://www.sxc.hu/photo/1251064


Oral Response to Description/Narration Prompt

PRE-TEST:
Um, J’aime bien jouer au foot.  J’ai commencé 
quand j’avais 4 ans.  C’était mon premier amour.  
J’ai joué au football pour l’équipe de BYU pour 
quatre ans.  Nous avons voyagé tous dans les 
États-Unis contre l’équipe différents.  Le voyage 
qui j’ai préféré était contre l’Université d’Hawaii.  
C’était très amusant.

POST-TEST:
J’aime bien jouer au football parce c’est le 
sport que je préfère et il me donne beaucoup 
de joie.  Malheureusement, j’ai fini avec ma 
profession de football alors je suis très triste 
maintenant.  Um, j’aime bien jouer au foot 
avec une grande audience qui chantant mon 
nom.  Je me souviens une fois quand j’étais 
dans un match contre l’Université d’ Utah et 
j’ai cassé mon coccyx.  Pendant ce match j’ai 
beaucoup de peine.

 Still a lot of grammatical errors and 
incorrect word choices, but using more 
complex and expressive language

PROMPT:  What is something you enjoy doing? Briefly describe what this is, why you enjoy it, 
and tell us about an experience when you did your activity.  (Description/Narration)

Measure Pre-test Post-test

# Sentences 7 5

# Clauses 7 12

# Words 48 72

Words Per Sentence 6.86 14.4

Words Per Clause 6.86 6

Clauses Per Sentence 1 2.4
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PRE-TEST:
La vie en Provo, Utah est très bien mais je 
voudrais changé la lois au sujet de la 
conduit.  Je pense que la limite de vitesse
um en Provo, Utah est trop lente.  C’est
dangereux pour les habitants.  Je propose 
que la limite de vitesse être plus que 25 
mph dans la campus de BYU.
 Provides proposal at end but avoids 

conditional except for in first sentence
 Similar sentence/clause/word ratios
 Able to express more by the post-test

POST-TEST:
J’aime bien la ville de Provo, Utah où 
j’attend la Université.  C’est une ville très 
belle avec des montagnes grands et 
magnifique.  Il y a un grand problème avec 
la ville où j’habite maintenant pourtant.  
La limite de vitesse est trop lente pour 
moi et c’est très dangereux pour les 
habitants !  Si j’étais le maire de la ville de 
Provo, je voudrais augmenter la limite de 
vitesse.  
 Appropriate use of conditional
 Builds argument before providing

solution (expressed by conditional)

Measure Pre-test Post-test

# Sentences 4 5

# Clauses 7 9

# Words 55 68

Words Per Sentence 13.75 13.6

Words Per Clause 7.86 7.56

Clauses Per Sentence 1.75 1.8

Response to Hypothetical Prompt
PROMPT:  If you could change one thing in 
your community, state or country, what would 
you change? Why do you think it needs to be 
changed? What are the issues requiring the 
change? What would need to be done to 
institute the change? How would the change 
impact the lives  of others? Would there be 
potential difficulties that people would 
encounter with the change? Or would it be a 
positive change overall?
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Some organisations/districts will provide resources for testing methodologies, materials, etc. 

Do you have to do this alone?
Making it Manageable Through Collaboration

Partnerships with University Faculty (or their colleagues/grad students)

#1 Teacher Concern:  I don’t have the skills or resources!
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Eliciting Data in Second 
Language Research: 

Challenge and Innovation 

Emma Marsden (York) 
Alison Mackey (Georgetown)

http://www.iris-database.org
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What is IRIS?
Instruments for Research Into Second Languages
 A freely accessible, digital repository 
 Holding a wide range of data collection instruments: 
 e.g. language tests (GJTs, oral production, gap fill, cloze), 

questionnaires, observation & interview schedules, word 
lists, sound & video files, pictures, experimental teaching 
methods… and more!

 Up- and downloadable
 Searchable across a wide range of parameters 
 e.g. instrument type; research area; participant 

characteristics (incl. teachers, learners, trainees); L1; L2; 
language feature(s); proficiency



• Blog Post
• Conference Presentation
• Display
• Magazine Article
• Newspaper Editorial
• Online

• Informally
• Community Events
• Department Meetings
• Faculty Meetings
• School Events
• District Meetings
• PTA Meetings
• Professional 

Conferences
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Research in 
Action

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Balk, Timo.  (2010, February 16).  Puffing Billy. Stock Xchng.  Retrieved November 1, 2013, from http://www.sxc.hu/photo/1261461  Used under a standard, royalty-free Stock Xchng license.  

http://www.sxc.hu/photo/1261461


Pre-K 
Vocab. 

Acquisition

• Shared as a 
Slideshare
presentation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Díaz, Dalia, & Orjuela, Monica.  (2010, March 14).  Our action research project notebook.  Slideshare.  Retrieved November 1, 2013, from http://www.slideshare.net/monicaorma/arp-implementation-and-data-collection-report-3432121

http://www.slideshare.net/monicaorma/arp-implementation-and-data-collection-report-3432121


Dialogue 
Journals in 
2nd Grade 
Spanish 

FLES

• Shared as a 
thematic unit 

• Published in 
Learning 
Languages
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Providing 
Individualized 
Feedback in 
High School 

Spanish
Shared as a 2-page 

summary on a 
district website

Culture Through Spanish 
Webquests

Shared on a high school teacher’s website

Using Wordles to 
Teach Writing

Published in LLT
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• Advocacy

• Belong to the conversation

• Collect data

• Determine direction and shape 
of research

• Evaluate claims re: latest trends

Why become involved with research?
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What’s your 
very next 

step?
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Questions?
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