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• What concepts might inform the design of 
language learning environments?

• How might selected design principles assist 
us in better supporting the development of language 
proficiency?

• What are some of the tensions and 
questions invoked by these ideas?
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Well-designed learning environments:

What kind of spaces put you in “flow?”  
(Csikszentmihalyi, 1996)
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• Conveys philosophy and purpose
• Establishes expectations
• Influences behavior
• Shapes culture of the social interactions in the space
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Aesthetics



Image:  Jisc_Infonet

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo Credit:  Jisc_Infonet.  (2007, April 5).  Colour department of political science Tarbutton Hall.  Flickr.  Retrieved May 27, 2009, from http://www.flickr.com/photos/jiscinfonet/447232802  Used under a Creative Commons Attribution Noncommercial No Derivative Works License.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jiscinfonet/447232802


Image: Vicky S.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo Credit:  S., Vicky.  (2003, December 1).  Internet café 2.  Stock Xchng.  Retrieved May 27, 2009, from http://www.sxc.hu/photo/71223

http://www.sxc.hu/photo/71223


Collaboration
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Flexibility
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Privacy



Learning does 
not happen

solely in 
classrooms
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Technology
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"Architecture . . . is about configuring spaces that 
both anticipate and direct activity.

Residents of an architectural space adapt their 
activities to fit the space, and adapt the space to 
fit their activities--the relation is always both 
ways, and it is in this reciprocal adaptation that a 
space becomes a place....

In this sense, people always help build the 
buildings they occupy, and the buildings are not 
fully finished until they have been used for 
awhile" 

(Burbules & Callister, 2001, p. 162).
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