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I can…
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1) Explain the purposes of 
rubrics

2) Identify key features & 
principles for developing 
effective rubrics

3) Select a rubric format that 
is developmentally 
appropriate for my 
students

4) Develop rubrics which 
provide feedback that 
builds proficiency

5) Use technology to create 
rubrics more efficiently
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We think we know what we want our students to produce, but do we?  Do they?!
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Just as all cakes share 
certain characteristics, 
all good rubrics follow 

certain conventions

Image:  Andre MachadoKey Features of Rubrics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Machado, Andre.  (2006, May 5).  Chocolate cake 2.  FreeImages.com.  Retrieved January 22, 2015, from http://www.freeimages.com/photo/522056. Used under a standard, royalty free, FreeImages.com license. 

http://www.freeimages.com/photo/522056


Image:  Marina Guimarães

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guimarães, Marina.  (2010, April 12).  Recipe card.  Flickr.  Retrieved June 20, 2016, from https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninoca/4517211385/  Used under a Creative Commons Attribution, Share Alike License.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninoca/4517211385/


This is a 
CHECKLIST

Tell your 
partner why
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This is a 
RUBRIC

Tell your 
partner 

why
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Is this a 
checklist or a 

rubric?
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What are the ingredients 
of a successful rubric?

Image:  Andrea Goh

Name

Date Title

Rubric 
Description 

& 
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Components of a Rubric
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Students’ Name:  ________________
Date:  _________________________

Comments: Evaluated by:  ___________

2 3

4:  Performance 
Levels 

1

5

6 7
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Measuring 
the Rubric

Ideally, the rubric 
will be:

Simple Facilitates 
comprehension and 
compliance

Support Progression
 Facilitates
competence

Scaffolded
Facilitates successful 
completion
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Principles of Rubric 
Construction 

Even # Categories

Targeted Focus Areas
Typical Breakdowns

Precise, student-friendly, 
parallel descriptors

Feedback on how to move 
to next step
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Use an Even 
Number of 
Levels of 

Performance
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Focus on language….
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Image:  Martin Vang

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vang, Martin.  (2003, August 3).  Sugar in a cup.  FreeImages.com.  Retrieved January 21, 2015, from http://www.freeimages.com/photo/43963. Used under a standard, royalty free, FreeImages.com license.  

http://www.freeimages.com/photo/43963


Image:  Yenhoon

Communicative Functions 
(Description, Narration, 

Generalization, 
Hypotheses)

Just because 
it’s an 

“ingredient” 
doesn’t mean it 

should go in 
your cake or on 

your rubric! 

Text Type
(Words, Sentences, 

Paragraphs)

Variety & 
Complexity
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Where does 
performance usually 

break down?

Image:  Tamar Genger

Pronunciation
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Paragraphs

Connected 
Paragraphs
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Feedback to Move Learners 
to the Very Next Step

Transitional 
Words & Phrases

of
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What 
works 

about this 
rubric?

What 
doesn’t?
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Flour isn’t what 
makes the 
cake taste 

good!
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Add only enough “flour” to 
give substance to your 

“cake!”
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Begin with a 
Minimum 
Standard
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Backpack Assessment 
by Jessica Haxhi
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Combine ideas to make your 
rubrics more effective!
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Is it simple?
Does it support progression?
Is it scaffolded?

How good is it?
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Rubrics can be 
used for…. Self-

Assessment Peer 
Assessment

Portfolio 
Assessment

Teacher 
Assessment

Small Group 
Assessment

Which rubric format will be best for YOUR students?
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Which parts of this rubric 
are effective?

Which parts of this rubric 
need revision?
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Why is this rubric 
more effective 

than the one on 
the previous slide?
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Which parts of this 
rubric are effective?

Which parts of this 
rubric need revision?
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Why is 
this 

rubric 
more 

effective 
than the 
one on 

the 
previous 

slide?
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Which parts of 
this rubric are 

effective?

Which parts of 
this rubric need 

revision?
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Rubric Development

Amy Leonard's Customizable Assessment Tools

1) What is useful about these tools?

2) What needs to be changed?

3) How might you use other web 2.0 tools in 
conjunction with these tools?

http://www.amylenord.net/assessment-tools.html
http://www.wufoo.com/
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
https://www.quickrubric.com/
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1)  Go to the website.
2)  Click the appropriate boxes.
3)  It will compute the score for you.

Image:  Bill Heller

http://web.cortland.edu/flteach/BillHe
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Participation Rubric
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Your Turn To Create a Rubric

Performance 
Level 4

Performance 
Level 3

Performance 
Level 2

Performance 
Level 1

Criteria 1
Criteria 2
Criteria 3
Criteria 4
Scaffolding
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Number & Variety of 
Topics 

More Formal Contexts

More Abstract Expression

Detail, Complexity, & 
Organization of 

Sentences

Variety & Precision of 
Vocabulary

Sophistication of 
Strategies
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