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Define “cake.”
Personally 
interesting Contributes 

Something NEW
Manageable 

in a Year

Connected 
to Faculty 
Interests

Improves 
Own 

Teaching/
Research

Replicate a 
Study You Like

Limitations of 
Other Studies

Where does your study fit in the progression of your domain?
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Just as all cakes share 
certain characteristics, 
all theses follow certain 

conventions.
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Before 
you 

decide 
what 

kind of 
cake to 
make….
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Before you decide what kind of thesis you 
want to write…

READ ABSTRACTS & LIMITATIONS!
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The 
Prospectus: 

Grad 
students 

want to tell 
their 

committee all 
about their 
AMAZING 
idea for  the 
really cool 
cake they 
will make!
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Prospectus:  Methods Matter Most!
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Literature Review

Introduction

Methods

Abstract
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How Grad Students 
Envision the Prospectus

http://www.freeimages.com/photo/1003430


The literature review 
isn’t what makes the 

cake taste good!
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Add only enough “flour” to 
give substance to your “cake!”
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1)  Key Concept or Idea
2)  Analysis – What does it mean?
3)  Interpretation – How does it apply to 

your study?
4)  Transition – How does it 

connect to the next concept or 
idea you plan to address?
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Literature Review
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Just because 
it’s an 

“ingredient…” 

…doesn’t mean it 
should go in your 

cake!
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What happens 
if you put too 
many eggs 
into a cake?
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Be selective 
in what you 

include!
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Try not to 
use “eggs” 
that are too 

old!
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(Bateman, 
2015)

(Bateman, 
1973)
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In Bateman & 
Knapp’s (2016) 

study…

Thompson & 
Martinsen (2016) 

said…
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Do NOT organize your literature review by authors
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Combine key ideas to move your 
argument forward!
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Don’t 
worry 

about the 
lumps!
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Writing is iterative, the more you 
“beat” each ingredient in, the smoother 

the batter will become.
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Focus on PROCESS, 
not PRODUCT!
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Writing 
is 

messy!

Don’t be 
overwhelmed 

by the mess—
focus on the 

next 5 
minutes!

Let your chair 
see the mess!

Keep an audit 
trail.

Talk about it—
writing is a 

social process!
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It 
takes 
time!
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Sadly, a thesis is NOT microwaveable!
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Don’t be afraid 
of the heat!
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That’s what bakes the cake 
and solidifies your learning!
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The cake will look 
different at each stage, 

but it is still a cake!
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Internal Review Board
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From 
Everyone 
On Your 
Research 

Team 
(You & 

PI)
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The Structure 
of a Thesis

Abstract & Intro.

Lit. Review

Methods

Findings

Discussion & 
Conclusions
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Writing 
a Thesis

Methods

Lit. Review

Findings

Discussion 
& Conclusions

Intro. & Abstract
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A fallen cake 
is still worth 

eating!
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“Even if they don’t accept your 
article, at least they still read it!”  

Luke Plonsky

http://www.joyofkosher.com/recipes/chocolate-fallen-souffle-cake/


The learning 
is in the 
layers!
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The Care & 
Feeding of 

Your 
Committee
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The Care & Feeding of Your Committee

• Make regular appointments

• Come with an agenda

• Limit the length of your meetings

• Do your own legwork

• Express appreciation (a note, a treat)

• Follow up
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Obtain High Quality Tools
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Zotero

Google 
Alerts

Google 
Scholar

When is 
Good
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Limit e-mail to your committee!
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Search research and scholarship!
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Set up a research library for yourself! Don’t be 
afraid to save things of interest to you, even if 

they are not relevant to your current work!
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Zotero makes your library and your notes searchable!
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Keep PDFs of articles & develop standard naming conventions
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Make information come to you!
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Simply type your query, confirm your e-mail, 
and Google Alerts will bring new articles to your Inbox!
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Your Google Scholar library can be useful for current projects
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